Diagnostic avail of a biotinylated DNA probe made from the XbaI E fragment of human cytomegalovirus genome.
A biotinylated DNA probe has been constructed using the Xba I E fragment of human cytomegalovirus (CMV) genome. This fragment contains a genomic region which is transcribed immediately after infection. The probe proved useful in detecting CMV genome directly in pathological materials and both immediate early viral transcripts and virus genome in infected tissue cultures. The results obtained indicate very good sensitivity and specificity of the probe, suggesting its possible use in routine diagnosis of CMV infection.